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BIOGRAPHY. 


I 


' Account of Krishna Prisada, the first Brahmun, 
baptized by the brethren of the Scrampore mise 
sion, who died on the 24th “uly, 1806, at Berhame 
pore, aged about 20 years. 


On the 24th of July, 1806, died at Berhampore, Krishny 
|» Privada, a conve: ted brahmua, who was baptized at Serzmpore’ 
Fon the 22d January, 1803, and was chosen a deacon oi the 

_ Serampore church on the 27th January, 1806. He was 
“y born at Bhalooka, a village near Nuvudweepa. 

Respecting this Brother, the Brethren of the Mission 
-cannot doubt of his final safety, and of his now standing 
before the throne of the Lam, when they consider the follow- 

ing circumstances : 

_ His decided trust in Christ, and unifarm Christian walk. 
§. Trained up in the idea of procuring heaven by his own 
© works, he was a striking proof of the reality of that change 

which the gospel preduces on all who heartily believe ic. 
Though his evangelical views were more obscure at the 
beginning of his course, yet further discoveries of his depra- 
vity, added to family and bodily afflictions, brought him 
to a decided and childlike dependance on our Saviour, 
When once with Bro. Ward at Seetarama’s in Jossure, 
he read to an enquirer some verses of a Christian tract in 
Bengalee : when he got to a descripition of Christ’s suffer. 
ings, the tears ran down his face plentifully ; and for some 

_ time he could not proceed for grief He had a clear con- 

» Viction of the eyil of ail he saw, and allhe did, and from hence 
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he was established in this*fact, that the work of Christ 
alone suited his fallen and ruined condition. He saw 
plainly that there was nothing io all that the Hindoo gods 
were s1id to hive done that woall be of use in i the salva ion 
of stuls. ‘ Be it s9,’? he would say, ‘that Rama did this 
and Krishna that, and Doorga the other—Supposing all this 
to be true, that Rama fought for and obtained his wife - 
that Krishna killed king Kungsha and got his throne ; that 
Doorga killed a number of usooras ; what good do these 
things do you or me? I, who am a sinner, find nothing 
here by which my sins will go away, andI get Reaven ; by 

Christ bore our sins, their guilt and punishment, and hence 
He is the Saviour, for his werk was for us, and for our 
salvation. Hecame for no ether purpose—not like Rama 
for a wife—not like Krishna for a king:lom ; nor like 
Deoorga to kill usooras and drink their blood, but to seek 
and save that which was lost, and to become the ransom for 
sinners.’ In this way our brother shewed his own decided 
preference of Christ, and exhibited the work of Christ in 
Opposition to the Hindoo gods. 

Not only by his words did he confess Christ before the 
brahmuns, and in the very teeth of those who hated him 
for Christ’s sake, but his Christian walk confirmed his 
testimony, that his Christian profession was genuine. He 
possessed tenderness of conscience, amongst a people who 
make sin their play-thing, and amongst whom this sentiment 
is universal, that sin is the play of the gods. He regarded 
truth amongst a nation of liars, whose very gods were liars, 
and whose shastrus, in certain cases, deckre the innocence 
oflying. He wasa man of integrity, amongst a nation who 
value themselves on their dexteritv in the arts of deception 
andtraud. Divine grate thus changed his nature and his 
habits, and enabled him to make head against sin, which 
runs through the plains of Bengal like a mighty torrent, 
carrying all before it into the vortex of hell. It was time 
that God should work in some such way, and bring forth 
a seed tosetve him out of the very heart of the idolators, 
for idolatrv, by its toleration of sin, by its easy ways et remov- 
ing it, and by its public spectacles, has drawn the world 
after it ; hence the Hindoos worship their Ramus and 
Krishaus, the Musulmans their peers* (saints) ; the native 


* The Musulmans present offerings to these peers, and per- 
orm religious ceremonies to them as the Hindoos to their 
gods. The Portuguese Catholcs find complete substitutes for 
their former idols in the images of the virgin, &c. On Palm- 
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» offensive to the Hindoos. 





4 Account of Krishna Prisada. 71 
Cath@lics their crucifixes and Virgin Mary’ s, and in the 
houses of Europeans their Hindootst? hanee mistresses carry 
on idelatrous worship. 

2.—Another fteaturein the christian character of this con- 
vert was, his decided rejection of all that is conected with 
idolatary and strict adherence to Christianity asa system of 


faith and practice: Krishna Prisada was never known to 


Jean to idolatry in any one instance. He did not give up 
the domestic manners and innocent customs of the Hindoos. 
He was no advocat: for making the converts Englishmen, 
for he knew that this would be a fatal impediment to the 
reception of the gospel; as the very dress of the English is 
Though in these things, however 
he was a Hindoo, yet he was never known to have the 
least desire to give either the forms or the doctrines of the 
Gospel an idolatrous complexion. Though it was impossible 
for the Missionaries always to be with him, yet, from the 
knowledge they had of the state of his mind, they firmly 
believe, that at the time of bathing he never performed any 
ceremony connected with idolatry ; and that when he saw 
an image he never bowed to it. Brother Ward has heard 
him declare, that the repeating of the gytree* never came 
into his mind from the time of his coming to Serampore. 


Sunday they present flowers and buds of the date tree to the 
crucifix, before which these things are laid for a time, and 
the priest distributes the brunches of this tree as holy things 
among the people who goto church, At the same time he 
gives them water in which the crucifix has been bathed. Phen. 
take these home, and prese rve or use them as sacred thing 
in the same way that ihe Hindoos carry home floweis, fr vite 
ie. that have been offtred to their gods. The tathglic 
priest marks the fore-heads of the people with the ashePof* the 
date tree. ‘Lhe Hindvos mark thir forchecds with the dirt 
of the Ganges The cathtlecs visit the shrines of saints. 
The Hindoos have their haly places. The catholics have their 
holy water. The Hmdoos sprinkle themselves with the waters 
of theGanges. The catholics prav to the saints, as persons 
placed betwixt Ged and them. Tijis is the Hindoo idea of 
a gods. The Hindoo repeats. the name of his ged, couni- 
ing the seeds in his mala: the chatholic repeats the name of 
the virgin, counting with lis bead-roli. The lower ordtr. 
regard St. Fohn as a god or saint who presides over fire 
and tet off fire-works, to his honour. 


* A secret incantation that takes away all sin. 
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He give a copy of this infinitely more than free-mason’s 
secret to ‘he Sarssiouaries, as an old rag. He renounced 
his poite* of bis own accord, and all the honour attendin 
the wearmg 1. He not only adstained from all the idola- 
trous shews and uighi-pooyas, dances and songs himself, 
but was the me.ns of restraining others. He onee said to 
bro. Wara, * Till [ got the pamphlets, I did not know 
that the gods had been guilty of sush abominations : I had 
merely heard that there were such and such gods, ard that 
to worship them was the certain means of salvation, 
Thousands and thousands are still in my case, carried down 
the stream without knowing where it is carrying them.” 

Krishna Prisada was also enabled to appreciate the value 
of the Christian system. He admired its doctrines. The 
doctrine of the fall, of the divinity cf Christ, of his incarna- 
tion, sufferings and death, and of our compleat salvation on 
the reception of Christ, through the sanctifying influences 
of the Holy Spirit—these doctrines were cordially received 
by him as the foundaticn principles of the gospel. He was 
a conscientious observer of the times of preaching, prayer 
and praise. Brother Ward caught him and two other 
chrictian families, whose houses joined each other, more 
than once, at morning family worship, when nu one expected 
that he -would call ; and this brother has heard Prisada 
lameut his being sometimes oblige: to attend to business 
euly, as it interfered with family worship. In his attend- 
ance at the Lord’s table he uscd to shew the greatest 
reverence fer this solemn ordinance. ‘The missionaries 
cudeavour to avoid laying an impropér stress on the Lord’s 
supper ; but they have found it difficult to raise the devo- 
ticnal feelings of some cf the native members to a proper 
pitch ow these cecasiins, Little famiharized toa spiritual 
life, aud to che diaw:ng spiritual doctrines from the elements 
ot tood, like the Corinthians, all converts recently turned 
f,om heathenism ar-, perhaps, in danger cf under- rating the 
Imp Tioee and soltmnity of the Lora’s supper. After the 
real desig: of the rdinance and the many spiritual benefits 
to be der ved irom a devout attendance upon it, hed been 
exjit.ed to this convert, he generaliy sat in his place with 
his eyes closed, and abstacied from all around him, appear- 
ed t be meditating on 4 crucified Redeemer. 

8. Another ieature iv the cnrisaan character of frishna 
Priseda was his Giigest perusal of the Holy Scriptures, so 


* A thread thrown over the shoulder, the distinguishing 
badge of the higher casts. 
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faras they were printed. Some time before his death he 
told brother Ward that he had read the New Testament 
over twice from beginning to end. The last time he went 
with this brother into Jsosore, he was reading the Psalms 
and Proverbs, and expressed, at true time he was reading 
the Proveibs, how much he was pleased with the moral 
lessons of Sulomon. He had also read a good part of the 
Pentateuch through. He was not a care! ress reader of the 
word of God. He made observations as he read, ard kept 
by him a small book for the purpose of inseriia g such pas- 
sages as struck his mind, particularly such as expressly re- 
lated to the expiatory work of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and such as might become useful in holding conversati- 
ons with his fellow countrymen. Brother \vard shewed 
him a collection which he had made of passages on the great 
doctrines and duties of Christianity, Prisada urged its 
being printed, and said it would be very useful. He would 
say, shewing the Begales Testament to one of his couniry- 
men, ‘ Brcther, here is nothing in this book but what is 
profitable. [tis not like the Hindeo shastrus, full of lewd 
stories. It gives wisdom—and mends the heari.” 
4th. Other features in the christian character of this de- 
ceased brother were—his concern for the purity of the 
church of which he was a member, and his earnest desire 
for tie universal spread of the gospel. A person not hav- 
ing had the pastoral direction of a church in Europe is but 
an incompetent judge of the difficulties which the pastors 
of such churches have to encounter. If all the mem>ers 
of our English chu: ches had been like Krishna Prisada, 
many poor ministers’ hearts had not been broken. He was 
always an advocate for maintaining a proper discipline, 
even when some of the native members were ready to re- 
volt, un account of what they supposed to be severity. Un- 
accustomed to any effectual contrcul, many conve:ts from 
heathenism can scarcely bear it from foreigners, whom they 
are soon ready to suspect, and of whose motives they are 
frequently, very incumpetent judges. Some of the Perio. 
dical Accounts of the Moravian ‘missionaries contain oue 
or two instances in which their c nveris revolted from hems 
on account of the scripture discipline which they m :intain- 
ed. Krishna Prisada was enabled to perceive that upon 
the purity of a christian church depended the Divise pice 
sence, its energy and prosperity. te was very anxious chat 
the members of the Baptist church at Serau: pore should be 


very different people from the native catholics In discceat 
parts of India. 
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Hie was also very anxious for the spread of the gospel 
among his benighted countrymen. In one of his journies 
with brother Ward, he said, he should rejoice when he had 
cleared off the debt he had incurred in building his house, 
tor after that he would devote himself wholly to the work 
vf God. He laboured day and night in getiing acquainted 
with the scriptures, with the proper method of composing 
discourses, &c. He got an old box, put a shelf is it, and 
began to collecta library. He got those parts of the Scrip- 
tures which were printec, and had them bound ina better 
style to put in his book.case. When he accompanied bro- 
ther Ward to Dinagepore, he bore a constant testimony to 
the truth of the gospel. His discourses often moved that 
brother, though every idea he gave was familiar, and fre- 
quently the attention of the crowd of native hearers under 
the banyan’s shade was fixed and solemn. He made no scru- 
ple in avowing that he was achristian, that he had renounc- 
ed his poita, his cast, his gytree, and his spiritual guide, 
for Christ, and that he counted all things but dung, to win 
Christ, and be found inhim. He offered also the most so- 
lid and satisfactory reasons for the change of sentiment 
and conduct. At the close of one of these meetings under 
the tree, brother Ward recollected what they had sung on 
board the Cricerion, and could not but rejoice that God had 
go literally accomplished what the desire expressed in thia 


hymn : 


Bid brahmans preach the heavenly word 
Beueath the banyan’s shade, &c. 


When this hymn was singing on board the Criterion, that 
the meanest shoodra would be induced to jose cast for the 
gospel, was denied by almost all the English in the East, 
and by hundreds of very orthodox minis.ers and private 
christians in England. Yeti» itive years from that time, an 
Englishman ; a converted youth, the son of Mr. Fernandez 
a converted brahmun, and a converied kaist’ha, were seen, 
preaching in Bengalee, under the shade of this sacred tree, 
and in the villages by the sides of the Ganges from Se- 
rampore to Dinagepore, a distance of more than three han- 
dred miles. 

5th. Another feature in the christian character of Krishna 
Prisada was his desire for the salvaiion of his relations.— 
He had a relation, a man of property, at Calcutta, at whose 
house he lived before his conversion. ‘This man was not 
very inimical to the gospel, but his fears about cast were 
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great. Krishna Prisada wrote to him again and again, in 
the most respectful and tender macner, assuring him that 
he was happy i in his choice of Christ and recommended the 
gospel to his reception. He wrote also to his relations at 
home on the same su'vject. He was anxious to get one of 
his brothers ‘into the brethren’s printing office, that he 
might be under the word; but this young man had too much 
fear about his cast,to come so near the absorbent powers of 
the gospel. 
6th. ‘his deceased convert not only thus adorned the 
gospel by a holy life, but by his patience and fortitude under 
a very long and trying affliction. Ia the vear 1803 he ac- 
companied Mr. John “F ernandez and brother Ward to Di- 
nagepore. He there caught a fever which laid him aside 
for some time, and which afterwards settled into the spleen, 
a very common disease in Bengal. In this state he long 
lingered, and took many medicines, but nothing could re- 
move his disease. For some time he lived at the Mission- 
house, in order that he might have attendance while taking 
his medicines. When there, his wife become familiar with 
a rich Bengalee, and for two or three days lived in a crimi- 
nal intercourse at this man’s house. ‘This, added to Krish- 
na Prisada’s long continued bodily a affictio: 1S, Was a severe 
trial. He, however, never mumured against God. He was 
sometimes too peevish with those about him, but he appear- 
ed to be happily kept from mumuring against God. Very 
often the Hindoo idolators, in times of affliction, break out 
into angry expressions against their gods, telling them that 
they have made so many offerings to them, and yet they 
have suffered so much affliction to enter into their families. 
Some have carried their murmurs so far as to curse their 
gods, and others have taken their images down, abused 
them, kicked them out of doors, and destroyed them. Yet 
Krishna Prisada was never known to utter the least murmur 
against God, though his afflictions were so severe andloag 
contiaued, 

From several conversations which brother Wardhad 
with him during the latest stages of his afiliction, a 
happy submission to the will of Ged, founded upon a sense 
of his own deserts, and upon a knowledge of the glorious 
character of God, seemed to prevail in his mind. 

It is common with the Hindoos and perhaps with all othe: 
heathens, to estimate the value of every thiag new by the 
outward ‘happiness which immediately succeds the euagra acs 

ing it. Hence if a person were to fall sick oa the day of k 
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bsptism, they would cons'der it as an irrefragalile proof that 
some of the idolators would conclude that Prisada’s lying 
80 long affiicted was a proof that it was a punishment for 
his having renounced the gods, his gooroo, &c. But Krish- 
na Prisada’s himself was never overcome in this way, 
though he was the sufferer. He never thought better of 
the gods nor worse of christianity on account of his suf- 
fering so much after he had em raced the gospel. 

Lastly, Krishna Prisada, in the few last weeks of his life, 
manifested a strong and continued reliance on Christ for 
salvation, Brother Ward visited him one Lord’s day even- 
ing, and asked him, as usual, respecting his hope in 
Christ. He said he had no doubt that Christ could save; 
his only fear was, lest he should not be found in him; and 
while he uttered these last words the tears rolled down 
his cheeks very plentifully. Brother Ward comforted 
him as well as he was able, by holding up to him the certain 
salvation of all those who commit their souls into the hands 
of Jesus. 

Towards the last stages of his affliction, Krishna Prisada 
accompanied brother Moore and Dr. Taylor on a mission. 
ary journey, under the idea that the river air would do 
him good; but by the time he reached Berampore his 
race was run, and he received the crown of victory. 

Respecting this brother’s state of mind after he left Seram- 
pore, the missionaries have obtiined nothing particular. Dr. 
Taylor and brother Moore knew the language so imperfectly 
that they could not converse much with him. A letter from 
Dr. Taylor to brother Marshman, which relates the circum- 
stances of Prisada’s death, contains all that is known on this 
subject. 


Berampore, Fuly 24, 1806. 
Dear brother Marshman, 


“ It is with the most sincere grief that I have to inform 
you of the death of our brother Krishna Prisada. About 
two days after leaving Serampore we discovered that he was 
affected with dropsical swellings. 

“This morning bis difficulty of breathing continued; and 
a diarrhea supervened, an almost certain omen of death. 
I inter.ded to have given some medicine for the diarrhea, 
but the cook’s boat (in which Prisada lay) was detained 
behind. On’ coming up at Berampore, at four o’clock in 
the afterncon, we learned, that he had died an hour be- 
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fore; without manifesting any particular symptoms or ap- 
prehensions of his speedy dissolution. Having ave a little 
food he sat up, but soon feeling a pain in his neck he 
Jay down, shut his eyes, and fell asleep—we hope ia the 
Lord Jesus. 

“ July 26:h. This morning between six and seven, 
we saw the body of our dear brother committed to the 
grave.” 


Krishva Prisada was buried in the European burying 
ground at Berhampore. 

Thus tranqailly died in the faith of Christ, Krishna 
Prisada, the brahmun baptized in Bengal. He was baptized 
onthe 22d Jan. 1803, and was chosen deacon the 27th Jan, 
1306. 

When we consider the age of this convert, (about 21 
years) the prejudice and ertors to which he was brought 
up, and the disadvantages uader whicn first converts from 
heathenism labour, we cannot help glorifying God in him. 
He and Pitamvura Shingha were distinguished monu- 
ments of Christ’s power to save—to save to the utter- 
most. 

What cause of joy and wonder in the conversion of these 
brethren, from the God dishonouring, man debasing; and 
soul-polluting sin of idolatry, and from all the abominae 
tions and errors of the Hindoo system. These were 
saved ffrom the thraldom yt the casts, from being 
partners tn the abominable idofatries of their countrymen. 
Prisada was saved from being accessary to the murder of 
the widows of his family, among whom the burning of 
widows was practised. One of the native brethren had 
formerly his hand in the murder, viz. the buining, of several 
of his family. In one instance he set fire to the pile. Oh! 
how is Christto be admired and g'orified in the salvation 
of such. ‘‘Is not this a brand plucked from the burn. 
ing ?” | 
No doubt Pearce, and Booth, and Stennet, and Francis, 
vea, all the members of the universal glorified church (tor 
there, blessed be God, distinctions are no more—all are one 
in Christ Jesus) have hailed their arrival in heaven, 
and with the angels are admiring the Redeemer in 
them. 

May we not imagine that when a fresh arrival is an- 
nounced to the innumerable multitude around the throne, 
that there is a universal asking—Who is that? From 
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whence is he come? Then as in this instance one answers 
—This is Krishna Prisada, from Serampore, once a brah- 
mun, once an idolator, once employed in the murder of 
poor widows, once revelling at midnight amid the abo- 
mirable orgies of Krishna; now he is washed, he is sanctifi- 

ed—and hath made his robes white in the blood of the Lamb, 
therefore he is betcre the throne. 

It will be an amazing sight when believers of all na- 
tions shail meet in the Universal Association in hea- 
ven. 

How will Christ be admired then in this glorious multi- 
tude—At the sight of them how will the power and grace of 
Christ at once strike the mind— 

Europeans of different nations. 

Africans of different tribes, the fruit of the labours of 
Vanderkemp, the Moravians, &c. and others gone to 
heaven from under the scourge of the slave-dealer. 

Americans—some Europeans, and others, the fruits of 
the minisiry of Brainard, &c. from among the drunken, 
scalping American Indians. 


South Americans—the hard-earned fruits of the labours of 
our dear Moravian brethren. 


Last et all Aszatics and among the rest Pitamvura Singha 
and Krishna Prisada. 

Rev. vii. 9. “* After this, I beheld, and lo, a great multi- 
tude which no man could number of all nations and kin- 
dreds, and people, and ton sug stood before the throne, and 


before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and -palms in 
their hands,” 


On the work of the Holy Spirit. 


[CONCLUBED. | 


Habitual dependence on divine influence is an important 
duty. This may be considered as opposed to two things, 
first, to depending on ourselves to the neglect of divine 
agency ; next, to despondency and distrust. When the 
Holy Spirit has condescended to take the conduct of souls, 
it is unquestionably great: presumption to enter upon duty 
in the same manner as if no such assistance were needed, or 
to be expected ; andthe result will be as with Samson, who 
said, “* I will go forth and shake myself, as in time past, 
while he wist not that the Lord was departed from him.” 
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It is one thing to. acknowledge a dependence on heavenly 
influence in speculation, and another-thing so to realize and 
to feel it as to say frem the heart, * I will goin the strength 
of the Lord God.” A mere assent to this proposition, that 
the Spirit must concur in the production of every great 
work, (an assent not easily ‘withheld without rejecting 
the scriptures,) falls very short of the praetical homage due 
from fecble worms to so great an Agent; and a most 
solemn and explicit acknowledgment ef entire dependence, 
may reasonably be expected. When you engage in prayer 
or in any other duty, endeavour to enter upon it with a 
serious and deliberate recollection of your need of the Spirit. 
Let the consciousness of your weakness and insuthiciency 
for every good work, be a sentiment rendered familiar to 
your minds, and deeply impressed on your hearts. 

But while we recommend this,there is another extreme 
against which we think it our duty te guard you, and that 
is a disposition to despondency and distrust. We are most 
ready to acknowledge that the assistance you need is most 
free and gratuitous, neither given to our deservings, nor 
flowing from any natural connection subsisting betwixt our 
endeavours and the exertion ofdivine agency. ‘The Spirit 
of God is a free Spirit: and it is impossible to conceive how 
either faith or prayer should have an intrinsic efficacy in 
drawing down influence from heaven. There is, however 
aconnection established by divine vouchsafement, which 
entitles believers to expect, in the use of means, such 
measures of gracious assistance as are requisite to sustain 
and support them in their religious course. The Spirit is 
spoken of as the matter ef promise to which every christian 
is encouraged to look: “ the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to as many at the Lord your God shall cull.” 
Agreeable to this, it is represented as the express purpose of 
Christ’s becoming a curse fer us, that the * promise of the 
Spirit might come on the Gentiles through faith.” ‘the 
same expectation is justified by the Savisur’s own declaration 
when on the last ang great day of the feast he stood and 
cried, ‘ whoever is athirst, let him come unto me and drink, 
for he that believeth on me, out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water.’ this, says the evangelist, * he spoke of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive.’ 

(he readiness of the Holy Ghost to communicate him- 
self to true believers, is also evinced by the tenor of evane 
gelical precepts : “ be ye strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might.” ‘lo command a person to be strong 
scems strange aud unusual language, but is sufficiently ex- 
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plained when we reflec’, that a portion of spiritual power is 
readv to bescommunicated to those who duly seek it : “ be 
ye filled with the Spirit,” which is the exhortation of the 
same apostle, takes it for granted that a copious supply is at 
hand, sufficient to satiate the desire of the saints. We are 
at a loss to account for such precepts, without supposing 
an established connection betwixt the condition of believers, 
andthe further communication of divine influence. To the 
same purpose, Paul speaks with apostolic authority, “ this 
1 say, walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh ;? and Jude inculcates the duty of pray ing in the 
Spirit, which would be strange if no assistance were to be 
obtained ; and as prayer is a duty of daily occurrence, the 
injunction implies that it is ready tobe imparted to chris- 
tians, not by fits and starts, or at distant intervals, but ina 
stated regular course. 

Fer this reason, when we hear christians complaining of 
the habitual withdrawment of the divine presence, we are 
under the necessity of ascribing it totheir own fault: not 
that we mean to deny there is much of sovereignty in this 

affuir, or that*‘ the Spirit like the wind bloweth where it 
listeth.” But it should be remembered, we are now advert- 
ing to the situation of real believers, who are entitled to the 
promise, and though it is provavle there is much of 
sovereignty exercised even with respect to them, we appre- 
hend it rather concerns those iniluences, which are con- 
solatory than such as are sanctiiy ing though there is a 
degree of satisfaction intermingled with every exercise of 
of genuine piety, yet it is manifest, some influences of the 
Spirit tend more immediately to comfort, others to purifica- 
tion. Some are engaged in the fixed contemplation of ob- 
jects which exist out of wurselves, the pefections of God, 
the excellency of Christ, the admira>le constitution of the 
gospel, accompanied with the delightful connexion of a 
persen nal interest 10 Whatever comes under our view ; - the 
natural fruit of whichis joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
By : thers, we are more nMediateiy umpressed with a last- 
ing sense of our extreme unworthiness, and made to mourn 
over remaining corruption, and ihe criminal defects inherent 
jn our best services. 

An the midst of such exercises, it is possible hope may 
Janguish and comfort be reduced to a low ebb, yet the 
divioe life may be still advancing, ana the soul growing in 
humility, deadaess to the world, and the morufication of 
her own wail, as the sap duciug winier retires to the root 
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of the plant, ready to ascend and produce verdure and 
beauty on the return of Spring. This is the will of God, 
even our sanctification ; and though he delights in comforting 
his people at proper seasons, he is much less intent on this, 
than in promotin 'g their spiritual improvement, to which in 
this their probationary state every thing is made subservient. 
Let us not then confound the decay of consolation with the 
decay of piety, nor imagine we can want the ideas necessa- 
ry to prevent the latter, unless we have forfeited them by 
presumption, negligence and sloth. Whenever christians 
sensibly deeline in religion, they ought to charge themselves 
with the guilt of havi ing grieved the Spirit 5 they should 
take the alarm, repent and do their first words ; they are suf- 
fering under the rebukes of that paternal justice, which God 
exercises jn his own family. Such a measure of gracious 
assistance in the use of means, being by the tenor of the 
new covenant ascertained ta real christians, as 1s requisite for 
their comfortable walk with God, to find it withheld, should 
engige them in deep searchings of heart; and make them 
fear lest a promise being left them of entering iio rest, they 
should appear to come short of it. 

If we with to enjoy the light of the Spirit, we must take 
care to maintain a deportment suited to the character of that 
divine agent. When the apostle exhorts us not to gricve 
the Spirit of God, by which we are sealed to the day of re- 
demption, it is forcibly implied that he is susceptible of of- 
fence, and that to offend him involves heinous ingratitude 
and folly ; ingratitude, for what a requital is this for being 
sealed to the day of redemption ; and folly, inasmuch as 
we may fitly say on this, as Paul did on a different occasi- 
on, * who is he that maketh us glad, but the same that is 
made sorry by us:” have we any other’comforter when he 
is withdrawn? Is there a single ray of light can visit us 
in his absence, or can we be safe for a moment without his 
guidance and support? If the immense and infinite Spirit, 
by a mysterious condescension, deigns to take the conduct 
of a worm, ought it not to yield the most implicit suvmis- 
sion? ‘Tlie appropriate duty owing to a faithful and expe- 
rienced guide is a ready compliance with his dictates ; and 
how much more may this be expected, when the disparity 
betwixt the parties in question is no less than infinite.—~ 
The language of the Hoiy Ghost, in describing the manners 
of the ancient Isractites, is awfully mouitory to iprotessors 
in every Age 5 “they rebelied and vexed his Holy Spirit 

therefore he turned to be their enemy and fought apni nes 
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them.” As we wishto avoid whatever is more curious 
than useful, we shall not stay to enquire precisely on what 
occasions, er to what extent the Spirit is capable of being 
resisted ; it may be suflicient to observe, it is evident from 
melancholy experience, that it is very pessible to neglect 
what is the obvious tendency of his motions, which is inva- 
riably to produce universal holiness. The frwit of the Spiris 
is love, joy, peace, lang suffering, goodness, meckness, gentle. 
ness, temperance, faith : whatever is contrary to these in- 
volves an opposition to the Spirit, and is directly calculated 
to quench his sacred influence. From his descending on 
Christ in the form of a dove, as well as from many express 
declarations of scripture, we may with certainty conclude 
the indulgence of all the irascible and malignant passions 
to be peculiarly repugnant to his nature; and it is remar- 
kable, that the injunction of not grieving the Holy Spirit, is 
immediately followed by a particular caution against che- 
rishing such dispasitions : “let all bitterness, -and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and cvil speaking, be put away 
from you with all malice. And be ye kind one to another, 
tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ sake hath forgiven you.” Have you not found by 
experience, that the indulgence of the former has destroyed 
that self-recollection anc Comnpnetre, which are so essential 
to devotion. Vindictive passions surround the soul with a 
sort ef turbulent atmo phere, than which nothing can be 
conceived more opposite to that calm and holy light in 
which the blessed Spirit loves to dwell. ‘The indulgence of 
sensual lusts, or of whatever enslave the soul to the appe- 
ites of the body, in violation of the rules of sobriety and 
chastity, it seems almost unnecessary to add, must have a 
direct tendency to quench the sacred influences : wherever 
such desires prevail, they war against the soul, immerse it 
in carnality, and utterly ‘indispose itto every thing spiritual 
and heavenly. That which is born of the Spirit is Spirit, it 
bears a resemblance to its author in being a spiritual produc- 
tion, which requires to be nourished by divine meditation, by 
pure and holy thoughts. 

If you wish to live in tke fellowship of the Spirit, you 
must guard with no less care against the encroachments of 
worldly-mindedness, recollecting we are christians just as far 
as Our treasurers and our hearts are placed in heaven and no 
farther. A heart overcharged with the cares of this world, is 
as disqualified for converse with God, and for walking in the 
Spirit, as by surfeiting and drunkenness; to which, by their 
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tendency to intoxicate and stupify, they bear a great resem- 
blance. 

How many, by an immoderate attachment to wealth, and 
by being determined at all events to become rich, have fallen 
into divers foolish and hurtful lusts, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows; and where the result has not 
been so siguvally disastrous, a visible langour in religion has 
ensued, the friendship of serious christians been shuned, 
and the public ordinances of religion attended with little 
fruit orjadvantage. As it is the design of the Spirit in his 
sacred visitations to form us for an_ habitual converse 
with spiritual and eternal objects, nothing can tend 
more directly to contract it, than to bury our souls in 
earth; it is as impossible for the eye of the mind, as 
for that of the body to look opposite ways at once; 
nor can we aim at the things, which are secn and temperal, 
but by losing sight of those which are unseen and are eter- 
nal. 

But though a general attention to the duties of piety anid 
virtue, and careful avoidance of the sins opposed to these, 
is certainly included in a becoming deportment to the Holy 
Spirit, perhaps i it isnot ail that is included. The children 
ot God are characterised in scripture by their being led by 
the Spirit: led, evidently not impelled, net driven forward 
in a headlong eourse, without choice or design; but being 
by the constitution of their nature, rational and intelligent, 
and by the influence of grace, rendered spiritual, they are dis- 
posed to obey at a touch, and to comply with the gentler in- 
sinuations of divine grace ; they are ready to take that precise 
impression which corresponds with the mind and purpose 
of the Spirit. You are aware ef what consequence it is in 
worldly concerns to embrace opportunities, and to improve 
critical seasons: and thus, in the things of the Spirit, there 
are times peculiarly favourable, moments of happy visita- 
tion, where much more may be done towards the advance- 
ment of our spiritual interest than usual. These are gales 
of the Spirit, unexpected influence of light and of power, 
which no assiduity in the means of grace can command, but 
which it is a great point of wisdem to improve. If the 
husbandman is attentive to the vicissitudes of weather, and 
face of the sky, that he may be prepared to take the {ull 
benefit of every gleam of suushine, and every falling show- 
er, how much more alert and attentive should we be, in 
watching for those influences from above, which are neces- 
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sary to ripen and mature afar more precious crop? As ihée 


‘Natural consequence of being long under the guidance of ano- 


ther, is a quick preception of his meaning, so that we can 
meet his wishes before they are verbally expressed; some- 
thing of this ready discernment, accompanied with instant 
compliance, may reasonably be expected from those who pro- 
fess to be habit ually led by the Spirit. 

The design of his operation is in one view invariably the 
same, the production of holiness; but the branches of 
which that consists, and the exercises of mind which are 
rendered subservient to it are various, and he who is intent 
on walking in the Spirit, will be careful to fall in with that 
train of thought, and cherish that cast of reflection to which 
he is especially invited. For want of more docility in this 
respect it is probable we have often sustainedloss. Permit 
us here to suggest two or three heads of enquiry. You 
have sometimes felt a peculiar seriousness of mind, the de- 
lusive glare of worldly objects has f.ded away, or become 
dim before your eyes, and death and eternity appearing at 
the door, have filled the whole field of visien. Have you 
improved such seasons for fixing those maxims and esta- 
blishing those practical conclusions, which may produce an 
habitual sobriety of mind, when things appear under a dif- 
ferentaspect? You have sometimes tound, instead of a re- 
luctance to pray, a powerful persuasion to that exercise, so 
that you felt as if you would do nothing else. Have you 
always complied with these motions, and suffered nothing 
but the claims of absolute necessity to divert you from 
pouring out your hearts ata throne of grace? The Spirit is 

said to meke intercession for saints, with groanings which 
cannot he uttered ; when you have felt those ineffable long- 
ings after God, have you indulged them to the utmost? 
have you stretched every sail, launched forth into the deep 
of the divine perfections and promises, and possessed 
yourselves as much as possible of the fulness of God ? ‘Khere 
are moments when the conscience of a good man is more 


tender, has a nicer and more dicriminating touch than usual, 


the evil of sin in general, and ef his own in particular, ap- 
pears in a more pure and piercing light. Have you availed 
yourselves of such seasons as these for searching into the 
the chumbers of imagery, and while yeu detected greater 


and greater abominations, been at pains to bring them out, 


and slay them before the Lord? Have such visitations effect- 
ed something towards the mortification of sin? or have they 
been suflered to expire in mere ineffectual resolutions? The 
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fruits which godly sorrow produced in the Corinthians, were 
thus beautifully pourtrayed: “ what carefulness it wrought 
in you, yea what clearing of yourselves, yea what indigna- 
tion, yea what fear, yea what vehement desire, yea what 
revenge.” There are moments inthe experience of a good 
man, when he feels a more than ordiaary softness of mind ; 
the frost ef selfishness dissolves, and his heart flows forth in 
love to God and his fellow creaturess How careful should 
we be tocherisn sucha frame, and to embrace the opportuni- 
ty of subduing resentments, and of healicg those sore wounds 
which it is scarcely possible to avoid in passing through this 
unquiet world. 

There is aholy skillin turning the several parts of chris- 
tian experience to account, analogous to what the votaries 
of the world display in the improvement of every conjunc 
tion, from which it is possible to derive any emolument ; 
and though the end they propose is mean and contemptible, 
the steadiness with which they pursue it, and their dexteri- 
ty in the choice of means, deserve imitation. In these re- 
spects they are wiser in their generation than the children 
of light. 

Do not allow yourselves to indulge in religious sloth, or 
to give way to the solicitations of the tempter from a con- 
fidence in the safety of your state, or in your spiritual im- 
munities as christians. The habitual prevalence of such a 
disposition, will afferd a much stronger proof f insincerity, 
than any arguments which can be adduced for the contrary ; 
ard admitting your pretensions to piety to be ever so valid, 

a little reflectton may convince you, that a careless and nes 
oli gent course will lay you open to the severest rebukes.— 
“ You only have I known, (says the Lord by the prophet) 
among all the families © of the earth, therefore will I visit you 
for all vour Iniquitics.” 

}temember we profess a peculiar relation to God as his 
children, his witnesse-, his people, his temple ; the charac- 
ter of that glorious being, and of his religion will be con. 
templated by the world, chiefly through ies medtum of our 
spirit and conduct, which ought to displ: ay, a8 in @ mirror, 
the virives of him who hath cailed you out of darkness into 
his mervellous light. It is strictly appropriate to the sub- 
ject of our present meditations, to remind you that yon sre 
temples. ‘ For ye. (says the apostle,) are the temple of the 
living God, as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them, and I wiil be their God, and they shall b 
my people.” What purity, sanctity, a d dignity may be ex- 
pected in persons who Lear such a character! a christian 

Vox. I. Bb 
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should look upon himself as something sacred and devoted 
so that what involves but an ordinary degree of criminality 
in. others, in him partakes of the nature of sacrilege; what 
is a breach of tiust in others, isin him the profanation of a 
temple. Let us watch and pray that nothing may be al- 
lowed a place in our hearts, that is not suitable to the resi- 
dence of the helv and blessed God. Finally, having such 
great and precious promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 


ourseluss from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting ho- 
liness in the fear of the Lord. 


— eG ee — 


OBSERVATIONS ON TRUTH. 


(CONLINUED FROM PAGE 342.) 


If the sentiments which have been advanced be just, we 
are furnished with the tollowing inferences. 

I. ‘The éruth ot things is dependent on the will of God, as 
are the thangs which he has ordained to come to pass — 
The same may be said of the fitness of things. Some affect 
to speak of this, as an abstract independent rule, laying ob- 
ligation on the Divine Being, to form and order and govern 
things, according to it, and that it is the true foundation of 
moral obligation, to rational and accountable creatures. 
This is like substituting it in the place of the heathenish 
Fate, and must be dishonourable to God. We can form 
conceptions of the truth and fitness of things, by ab- 
straction, as of other qualities of things, yet this con- 
ception always implies the being of things to which they 
are applied. By instruction, ia the works of God, we ob- 
tain a notion of truth and fitness, a standard, or rule of 
judging, and are disposed to apply it, in speaking of the 
Divine perfections ; yet afier all, we cannot have any per- 
fect, independent standsrd of rectitude, but the perfection 
of the Div:ne nature itself. Every measure of rectitude 
must centre in this, as privr to all things, and ail their 
qualities, and all that can be supposed to be thought, or 
known or speken of them. We are led, from God’s 
works, to infer his being, pewer and Godhead ; and when, 
from the truth and fitness of things aud from his revealed 


‘word, we obtain the knowledge of his most perfect and holy 


nature and will, we need seek no other standard of duty, 
ner should be disposed to exalt any thing, or mere quality 
of things above him 
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2. Hence, we see what is the true effect cf the decrees of 
God, with respect to ¢hings, and with respect to persons, 
tree, ‘intelligent creatures. 

1. With respect to things; the decrees of God ascertain 
the truth and certainty of them, as the ground of true in- 
fallible knowledge in the Divize mind. They are the pur. 
pose and plan of God, with respect to all things; that they 
shall be; how they shall go on, and in what manner they 
shall glorify him. They do not cause the actual existence 
of things ; but ascertain the certainty and manner of their 
existence, according to the laws prescribed by the Creator. 
The real existence of things is effected agreeably to his 
plan, by the wisdom and power of God, in creation and pro- 
vidence. This is the execution of his decrees, continuing 
the existence of things, and their operation, by physical 
and moral laws; the laws of matier and the laws of mind; 
and also by special and extraordinary interpositions; b y 
revelations, miracles, favouring and rewarding the goad ; 
answering their prayers ; by punishing wicked nations, and 
wicked men, &c. It is the execution of the decrees, that 
unfolds to intelligent minds the grand and benevolent 
system of universal truth, as far as they are capable cf ob- 
serving and knowing it ; and this is always the development 
of the decrees of Gop. 

2. With respect to intelligent and free creatures; the de- 
crees of God, being known only to himself, can have no effect, 
to influence, direct or bind them to any course or way of 
acting. ‘They are a rule to himself, in the government 
of the world his laws are the only rule of duty to man. 
God’s decrees respect the evil as well as the good that is in 
the world, and are fulfilled, as well by the wicked, as by the 
good Hered, Pontius Pilate, the rulers cf the Jews, and Jucas 
iulfilled the decree cf God about the death of Christ ; yet 
by a scene of notoricus wickedness. ~ we ceuld know the 
Divine decrees, and particularly, the futurities offecting 
ourselves and others, it would cai to destroy all our peace 
and fill our lives with misery. It is a delusion of Satan, 
therefore, that tempts any to seek to know, that they have 
been elected, given to Christ, er that he died for them, 
before they will obey the plain command, to believe in 
Christ, for salvation. Yet, the decrees of God, considered 
in the execution of them ha e important effects, with respect 
to intelligent creatures exhibiting to their understanding the 
truth and certainty ot things. ‘Lhe effect of this is, 

1. ‘To be to them, the subject and means of know'edge, 
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action andenjoyment. It is their light toguide them, ja 
all the concerns and conduct of life. 

2. lo contribute to their liberty and freedom of ac cting, 
as rational and accountable creatures, wherein their virtue 
and happiness consist. Ii must be evident, that without 
the truth and certainty of things, there could be no rational 
freedom. For, 

There could be no rational freed>m, without know/edee 
—A being, without knowledge, could have no choice ; 
nothing to incline him, any more than an idol of wood or 
stone. Adetermination of the mind, without knowledge, 
would be like the action of a rational being without une 
de: standing, which is absurd. 

2. There can be no knowledge, without trut/. Knows 
ledge is, of the truth, and true knowledge must have truth, 
for its object. But, 

3. Truth means the reality and certainty of things ; and 
this, as has been show», depends on the sovereign will and 
determinate purpose .f God. 

4. The conciusion, therefore, is, that the absolute decrees 
of God, which inte: the truth and certainty of all things, are 
so far from being injurious to the liberty of free agents, 
that without this, there could be no such frec creatures in 
the universe. 

1il. Here we may also see the extreme absurdity of 
ascriving co God, cc nditiona) decrees. The decree of God 
always suppose ihe eveat certain, as the subject of his in- 
fallibie knowledge ; the mutable ondition supposes it to be 
unceriain. ‘Lo decree an eve it to be contingent, or une 
C<rtin, is to decree a nothing, or that which has no real 
bewg ; which isabsurd. Meu must purpose and promise, 
upon condition ; because they are impertect in knowledge, 
and many unforescen events may o struct their designs : 
but if a wise man, by any means, had a perfect knowledge, 
tha: che supposed coud:ti.n wouid either certainly take 
effect or no. take effect, he would see it to be ridiculous to 
use such a condidor, and his purpose would be absoluie. 

iV. ais doctrine gives great encourageme rt to industry 
anu the use of meas, in every pulsuit, worthy of attention, It 
has occn said that such an univers: " truth and certainty in 
things would rouder the use of means vain. But an inference 

diucctly the reverse would be more just. .f there is 
such a fixedness and certainty mw things things, there 
must Ge a certuln connexion between the means and 
the end; and this must give greater encouragement 
to use the means, than if there was no connexion at 
all and it was utterly uncertain whether the means led 
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to the end or not. Ifwe knew assuredly, that a certain 
road led to the place, where we desired to go, we should 
rather take that roped than one about which we were not 
certain so that in this case, those that form such objections 
appear to believe contrary to fact and to the experience of all 
mankind. 

V. The truth and certainty of things implies necessity. 
We have no way of proving the truth and certainty 
of things, but by shewing the necessity that is in them, 
that they must be so; vet this does not imply, that men 
are necessary agents. [he agent may be perfectly free, 
in choosing and acting, and yet the event must be necessary, 
asa part of the universal system oftruth. If it were not so, 
his free agency would be good for nothiog, as producing 
noth ng certain. The necessity of truth isso farfrom bein 
an ebstruction to the freedom of rational creatures, that 
it is the priscipal, or only thing, that contributes to the 
existence and perfection of libeity. This appears from in- 
ference 2d. 

VI. Hence observe that God can carry on the government 
of the moral world in perfect consistence with the livert 
anil accountableness of man. As rational and capable of 
knowledge, man is afree and accountable creature. His 
liberty is a constitutional endowment, of infinite con- 
sequence to his happiness. In his freedom of choice, he 
may be restrained vy the limiation of his constitutional 
powers, but not constrained or forced, by any constraint, or 
coaction from without. ‘These may be contrary to his 
desires and wishe-, but they cannot affect the freedom of his 
will. Even the highest degree of external violence can only 
suggest a superior motive to his choice. The man is still 
free, in chusing to walk willingly along, rather than be 
dragged on the ground, and to submit patiently to his confine. 
ment rather thap vainly to struggle and fight against his 
chains. His will is a coustitutional power and cannot be 
forced. G.d now carries oo his moral government, by 
the influence of truth of light, and means, and motives ; 
when, therefoie, a reasonavle creature chooses and acts 
according to his conception «f the truth of things, (suggested 
by the providence of God, in the evolution of his decrees) 
he then acts agreeably to the order of his faculties; 13 in the 
excercise of perfect freedom, and so is properly under, or 
subservient to the government of God. But as to that 


kind of liberty, which is contended for by some, of great 
name; whicn is supposed to consist in a self-determining 
power of the will ; if it were possibile, it would be without 
keason, and understauding, aud inconsistent. with the con. 
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stitutional order of the human faculties. It would suppose 
man tobe a kind of sovereign, independent being ; his mind 
detached from the truth and certainty ef things, which 
would render his own knowledge useless, if he could have 
any and be inconsistent with the infallible knowledge of God 
and with his government of the world—It_ is, perhaps, the 
pride of independence, and an affectation of sovereignty, 
which has led men to embrace a notion of liberty, so perfectiy 
irrational, and absurd; and so contrary to universal ex- 
perience. 

VII. Hence also it may be inferred that no kind of necessity 
is inconsistent with the natural liberty of man: consequently 
that all, the disputes about liberty and necessity ; and the invi- 
dious distinctions, which some writers have assumed, between 
those, that hold on the side of liberty, and those, that holdon 
the sideof necessity, are unmeaning and frivolous. 

The only kinds of necessity with which this question is 
concerned, are physical and moral necessity. Some have 
affected to ridicule the distinction, as insignificant; for they 
say, all is necessity, the Jaw of matter and the /aw of miad. 
But though it is so, still there isa very evident and impor- 
tant distinction, without which we could not converse with 
men in this world, nor understand the language or history 
of mankind, 

1. Every one can see the difference between the 
force of a good argument, and of a blow upon the head, 
that would knock aman down, SFhysical necessity acts ac- 
cording to the laws of matter; mechanically, by force 
coaction and constraint. This is not at all applicable to the 
mind, and can affect it no otherwise, than by means of the 
body ; and this it does, only by bringing the man into such a 
state and condition, as to influence the mind to those de- 
terminations, which may appear suitable to its case. The 

external force has no wnmediate effect on the will. The un- 
derstanding is always the leading faculty. As, in the case 
before mentioned, of a man dragged to confinement, and 
bound in chains, the will chooses and acts freely, according 
to the motives suggested by the understanding as to what is 
fit to be done, in such circumstances. Physical necessity, 
therefore, does not, in any degree, affect the freedom of the 
will. 

2. Moral necessity acts according to the laws of mind ; by 
the influence of truth ; by reasons and motives, and the effect of 
habits, good or bad, which the mind may have contracted, 
and be, in some measure, governed by. All these may by 
reduced to the necessity of iruth; aud, jia every case, may 
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be resolved into a proposition, or judgement, in answer to 
the question. TJs zt fit, that this reason motive, habit inclina- 
tion should be obeyed or followed, in the particular 
case? This mustbe decided by the understanding, which 
dirzcts the choice of the will accordingly. This is the 
natural process, though, through a quickness of decision, 
acquired by habit, the steps, ofit may not be discernible, 
except in cases of greater importance. 

This sufficiently shows, that moral necessity, or the 
necessity of truth, is not inconsistent with, but perfectly 
subservient to the liberty ofthe will. Withoutthis indeed, 
there could be no liberty, moral agency, accountableness, or 
happiness, belonging to man. 

That which has caused much confusion in this subject, 
and seems to have perverted the judgment of some great 
and worthy men about it, is the notion that the liberty of 
free agents consists, in a self determining power of the 
will, ‘This evidently detaches the will from the influence of 
the understanding, and constitutes it the sole principle of 
accountableness in man, which is contriry to reason and 
fact. Letus consider the question; what is it that makes 
man an ancounta»le creature? Not, surely, the power of the 
will, but of the understanding. The will has no power 
of judging of moral obligation, and therefore cannot he 
accountable for determining right or wrong. Besides the 
proper power of the will, is as strong and active in madmen 
as in any others of the human race; yet for want of un- 
derstanding, or by having it deranged, they are not held, by 
any, to be accountable, or their conduct to be the subject of 
moral approbation or punishment. Some confusion, in 
this subject, also arises from the notions, which men have 
of the motives, that determine the will. ‘They are apt to 
think that these are the thing's, objects or considerations, 
presented to the mind, from without ; yct it is certain, that 
these are not the immendiate motive, 0 the wil!, The universal 
truth of things presents considerations and motives of eve 
kind, to the minds of men ; but it is only the view that the 
mind has «f them, which is the motive, that immediately 
determines the will. ‘The proper motive to its determination 
and choice is in the mind, not external to it; and hence itis 
that the determination may be morally good or bad ; not 
from the mere choice or determination, waich, as tay as 
willing is solely concerned, has neither moral good nor eyil 
init, but from the views and principles, by which the mind 
is governed, in that determination.. Hence it is that men 
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may, with full liberty, prefer a less to a greater good, and 
choose evilratker than good ; and it is this that forms their 
character as morally, good or evil, righteous or wicked. 
Thev have the power of regulating their choice, by under- 
standing and judgment and thus are the subjects of moral ob- 
ligation and capable of virtue and vice and not other- 
wise. 

VII. The universal truth of things, depending on the Divine 
will, shews, that the entrance of sin into the world, (an 
event of vast and important consequences,) must have been 
consistent with the will of God. His power could have 
prevented it, but his infinite wisdom chose to permit it and 
there can be nothing, in such a permissive decree, incon- 
sistent with wisdom and goodness, as it signifies no more 
than this, that is; the purpose of God, that, having furnished 
his rational creatures, with sufficient powers,means and 
motives to choose and act right, he would forbear to ex- 
ercise such a degree of power and grace as would 
render it morally impossible for them to choose and act 
wronge How sin came into the world, therefore, may be 
answered by any one, who has sense enough to know, how 
afree creature could choose wrong. If it was fit and 
geod, that God should make sucha rank of being, as man; 
rational, free under law and government, and accountable 
whose happiness should depend on his virtuous choice 
and conduct, and whose misery should be the effect of the 
abuse of his liberty, it must be evident, that the entrance of 
evil into the world was the consequence of that constitution 
which rendered man capable of virtue and happiness, and 
as this was a wise and good constitution, the objections, 
which some have raised against the permission of evil, must 
have arisen from ignorance, or perverseness. God, as a 
wise sovereign, might make what ranks of being he saw fit 
and oder the number and qualities of his subjects, accord- 
ing to his pleasure. If these therefore, who find fault, had 
not been made rational creatures the world would not have 
been troubled with their objections. This should check 
the presumption of men. “ Nay, but, O man, who art thou, 
that repliest egainst God ! Shail the thing formed say to 
him, that formed it, why hast thou made me thus ?” Yet 
God hath abounded to us in all wisdom and prudence. 
He hath shown us the excellency of his ways, and how they 
recommend themselves to all candid minds, as holy, just and 
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fod, who is infinitely and essentially happv and glori- 
ous, in hi meelf, chose to manifest his character and perfece 
tions, by a created system; and therefore formed rational 
creatures, whose happiness should consist in the knowledge, 
and enjoyment of him. It is alsu evident, that foom the 
entrance of sin into the world, he has taken occasion to dis- 
ploy, before his creatures, his whole glorious character and 
perfectio DS, especially his justice, holiness, truth and mers 
CY, in a more eminent and instructive manver, than other. 
wise they could have been known ; aud by his just governe 
ment and laws, and the rewards of the righteous, and pu- 
nishmenis of the wicked, he has furnished, to his rational 
subjects, the most effectual motives of caution, admonitions 
and warning, that can be conceived: so that, taking intd 
view the whole plan, it exhibits a wonderful dis; lay of infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness. 

2. Every one must see, that to have placed man in a staté 
of confirmed goodness and happiness, with a moral impose 
sibility of sinning, would have contradicted this glorious 
plan, as such a condition would be inconsistent with the 
laws; government and acccuntableness of a state of proba- 
tion. ‘This is properly the reward- of the good, who have 
approved themselves to the acceptance of God, during their 
time of trial. So it was, probably, with the angels, who 
resisted the temptation of those that rebelled, and main- 
tained their tmtegrity and allegiance; in opposition tu the 
grand revolt; and agreeably to the scriptures, it will he the 
condition of the faithtul among men, who may hive sincere- 
iy followed the great Redeemer, and by faith and ptience 
finished their course whea their trial is over, and the time 
of recompene is comse. 

1X. Here we see, thit all the events, that come to pass in 

the world, carry back the mind to the-eteinal purpose of 
God. They are the evolution of his decrees. The world 
is tull of distinctions. It is the will of God that makes 

them. This is generally admitted, in things natural ; but 
m moral subjects, men are disposed to find objections. 
Particularly, salvation by grace, is a precious distinguishing 
doctrine of Scripture, Eph, 1. 8. % By graceare ye saved.” 
and St. Paul says of himself ; “* by the grace of God I am 
what I am.” God distinguishetlr some, under the gospel, 

from others; ** makes them to differ ;” excludes boasiing ; 
humbles their minds,so that they fee! their whole salvation 
to be of grace, and not of debt. This is admitted ; ir is 
agreeable to scripture, and cannot well be denied y yet with 
Vou. I. Ceéee 
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many, to ascribe the cause of this to the eternal design and 
purpose of God, would be to charge him with “ cruelty and 
tyranny, and would make him worse than Nero.” How 
inconsistent is this? The reason of the thing is as strong 
and the Scripture is as clear and positive, in the one case, 
as in the other. If, when all were equally lost, sinful and 
miserable, it was a holy, wise and good work, to distinguish 
some by an effectual conversion from sin unto God, while 
others were left in their wilful opposition to the Gospel, to 
perish in their sins, it was equally holy, wise and good to 
decree and design todo so, even from eternity. This must 
be admitted, or the infinitely wise God be believed to be 
@ mere occasional, temporary and desultory agent, with out 
any plan or design in his own works. The Scripture also 
plainly and fully teaches the doctrine of eternal election. Eph. 
1. 4. 7 and 11.and in many other places. (od’s reasons 
for these distinctions are known to himself ; and if any thing 
in it be mysterious to us, it becomes us, not to reply against 
God, but humbly to receive the truth, so plainly avouched 
both by reason and Scripture. It may yet be observed, 
that, when all were lost, by sin, it does “not appear more 
cruel and tyrannical to save some, in a way of grace and 
mercy, than it would have been to make no distinction, but 
to leave all to perish as might justly have been done. 

It must also be remembered that the decrees of God have 
no causal influence in bringing events to pass ; and even the 
execution of his decrees, whereby they actually come to pass, 
is not, in moral subjects, effected by any coercive, forcible 
causal means, but according to the laws of mind, through 
he influence of the light of truth; reasons, motives and 
occa ions, which leave the liberty and accountableness of 
free agents entirely unaffected. So that, though they who 
are saved, are saved by grace, they whe are lost perish bv 
their own fault. There is no constraining necessity in any 
case; and therefore all those objections, which charge the 
Divine decrees with being the cause of the salvation or 
damnation «f any ; and such illiberal expressions, used by 
some, as that *¢ they, who are elected, shall be saved, live 
as they may, and others are under a dire necessity of dam- 
nation, do wh.i they can ;” are the effects of ignorance and 
abnse of che'doctrine. 

X. Here also we see the true foundation of the hope and 
eonsolation uf Christians. ‘The true toundation of hope is 
“© smmutable things. Heb. vi. 18. That which is changeable 
gives noassurance. ‘That faith and repentance which may 
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be the effect of our own will and power, would soon be lost ; 
it would be no ground of dependence: and if it is allowed 
to be the effect of the operation of the spirit of God, yet 
being amere temporary work, depending onthe occasion, 
it would give no assurance of continuance, or of a happy 
end. But the faith of God’s elect,” is 2 sure evidence of 
eternal electing love ; whichis the true foundation of hope, 
an anchor of the soul sure and sedfast. Heb. vi 19. Qur 
Lord says John 6. 37. “ all that the Father giveth me shall 
come unto me.” ‘They thtrefore, who have really come, 
were given to Christ ; and such as have the sweet experience 
of the grace of faith, working in them its proper fruits may 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, and have strong 
consolation. ‘This faith and its fruits are a part ofthe uni- 
versal system of truth, established by the will and purpose 
of God, which cannot fail. It is therefore an evidence, 
that guch were given to Christ, redeemed by him made 
heir, in his house, and shall not be cast out ; but “ kept, by 
his power through faith, unto salvation,” that having “ given 
them eternal life they shall never perish ;” that he will 
keep them from falling, and, “ present them blameless 
before. the prsence of his glory, with exceeding joy.” 


——am &@ ane ———— 
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BRIEF NARRATIVE 
OF THE 


BAPTIST MISSION. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 346.) 


1806.—In November 1805, the Secretary received a letter from Rob. 
Ralston, Esq. of Philadelphia, informing him that Capt. Wickes would 
in the spring following sail in a ship of his for Holland: after which he 
would touch at London, in his way te Bengal ; and that if we had any 
persons or goods to send, he woul! take them free of charge as to 
passage or freightage. The society having twe young men on prebation 
Mr. Chater and Mr. Robinson, availed themselves ofthis kind offer to 
send them out. On April 12th they set sail for Serampore. 

Early in January, Mr. Maylin and Mr Fernandez jun. set sail for 
England, by way of America. Mr. Fernandez, sen. came down at this 
time to take leave of his son, and brought with him two natives wh 
wished tobe baptized. Their nameg were Nundkishore and F,:4 
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Cn the 26th they were baptized. On the 27th, anew church was formed 

for Dnagepore. ‘Several of the members who resided in that part of 

the country, with Mr. and Mrs Biss, were dismissed from the Seram.- 

pore church for this purpose ; and who chose Mr. Fernandez for their 
asto”. 

Av urg man, ofthe name of Burford, grandson of a baptist minister 
ofthatnar e,a p edccessor to Mr. Booth, heard Mr Ward at Calcutta; 
and neing dee ly impre sed with a sense of his sins, came to Serampore 
andopened hs i -dto Mr. Ward. He wept. A few days a‘ter, he 
seemed to fiid es for his soul inthe doctrine of Curist, which was re- 
commended to li 1 

The pri.cips! e ents of the first six months of this year cre the follovin 
eGround for the new chapel at Calcutta, in a place ealled the Loil 
Bazar, is purchased for 7250 rupees ; and after investing it in the hands 
of ten trustees, a shed or tem:orary mat-house is erected for present 
use—Proposuls for subscriptions to the translation of the scriptures into 
the eastern languages are puodlicly advertized, and by June 14,000 
rupees «re subscribed—Mr. Biss has a dangerous liver complaint 
—Seeboo, a -ative bmotoer in Jessore, dies; and contrary to his own 
desire,is curnt «fter the man-er of idolators. He dies declaring his 
faith » Christ, and recommended his wife to believe in him—Some are 
excluded for immor-lity ; but others wre received almost every month. 
Out of about forty, received witnin a vear, four or five appear suspicious 
characters— ihe native preachers are very active, and in general very 
acceptable—The shed is opened in Calcutta. ard many resort to it : some 
hearing with great attention, others mocking and loading both the 
missionaries and the native Christians with reproach—The converts at 
Kristnopore suffer much from tneir heathen neighbours; but bear all 
with patience and fortitude During this period there appea’ to have 
been fourteen persons baptized ; among whom were Mr. Ephraim Burford 
the young man above menuoned. and three more from Kristnopore, the 
village where the New Testament was lcit, and read. Upon the whele, 

things at this time wear avery promising sppearance. ** We have,” says 
Mr. Marshmen, in a letter of August sth, “ the utmost reason for 
thankfulness with reg rd to the whole of our affairs In no period has the 
mission appeared more promising.” . 

About the same time an sxtraordinary church meeting was culled, in 
which the native brethren were given to understand the importance of 
their ent ring with ali their i arts inte the great object ofthe mission, 
and using all epa means to promote the salvation of their countrymen; 
and that as they could not support their families while engaged in this 
service, the church would allow them for the ume which was so employed. 
—Ot these itiner.ting excursions 0; the native brethren there are two 
jouraals printed in No. xvii of the Periodical Accounts, for a specimen ; 
the on oi of Deep Chund, and the other of Kristne Dass, both in the 
true spit of Christianity, 

But it was the will of God in the mi Ist of these openipg prospects to try 
them, and that ina way to which they hau net been accustom. 
ed. 

On August Sth. Mr Moere writes frem Dinagepore, that on thei 
arrival wt tat city, a servant of the magistrate came cvothe bo it demand- 
ing their names, Occupztion and place of vesidence ; to which they readily 
made answer, declaring also the object of their journey. The result was 
they were required to return to Serampore. ; 

(on the 23d of August. the brethren Chater and Robigson, with their 
wives, atrived in the ship, Beajamin Fronklin, Captain Wickes. On 
presenting themseves ac ihe pouce office, some demur was made as to 

teir bemg permitied to proceed to Serampore. Next day, on Mr. 
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Garey'’s going to the office, he was told by one of the magistrates that 
they had a message to him from the Governor-General, and which was, 
* that as Government did not interfere with the prejudices of the natives 
it was his request that Mr. Carey and his colleagues would not.’’ Tbis 
request, as explained by the magistrates, amounted to this—“ They 
were not to preach tothe natives, nor suffer the native converts to preach ; 
they were not to distribute religious tracis, nov suflgr the people to dis- 
tribute them ; they were not to send forth converted natives, nor ® take 
any step, by conversation or otherwise, for persuading the natives to 
embrace Christianity.” 

Mr. Carey inquired whether they had any written communication with 
the Governor-General ; and was answered in the negative. Ife then tonk 
Jeave of them, assuring them that neither he not his brethren wished to 
do any thing disagreeable te governinent, from which they could conscien- 
tiously abstain. 

Some of the foregoing particulars. however, were seftened in a sth- 
sequent conversation between the magistrates and a friend te the 
missionaries. ‘* It was not meant,” they then said, “ to prohibit Mr. 
Carey or his brethren from preaching at Serampore, or in their ewn 
house at Calcutta ; only they must net preach at the Loll Bazar. li 
was not intended to prevent their circulating the scriptures ; but merely 
the tracts abusing the Hindoo religion: and that there was no design 
to forbid the native Clistians conversing with their countrymen on 
Christianity, only they must not go out under the sanction of \the 
missionaries.” 

The Governor-General at this time was Sir George Barlow, who not 
only professed to believe in Christianity, but had expressed his persuasion 
that it would prevail in India’. The news of the Vellore mutiny had lately 
reached Calcutta. at 

In a conversation that took place between the magistrates and a friend 
of the missionaries, they acknowledged themselves * well satisfied with 
their character and deportment, and that no complaint had ever been 
lodged against them.” An order of council however was passed, com- 
manding Messrs. Chater and Robinson to return to Enrope, and 
refusing Captain Wickes a clearance unless he took them back with 
bim. 

This order being communicated, it was represented to Government 
that Capt. W. cleared out from Rotterdam for Serampere ; that his 
clearing out from England to Serampore was no more than a necessary 
step to accomplish the first intended voyage; that Messrs Chater and 
Robinson were then at Serampore, and had joined the mission under 
their direction, and the protection of the king of Denmark. 

This representation produced an inquiry whether the missien was 
really under the protection uf Denmark. To this the Danish Governor 
gave an explicit answer. An amicable discussion between the Captain 
andthe Magistrates followed, in which he assured them that neither 
he nor the missionaries wished to give offence, and that if friendly re- 
presentations coutd pot prevail, rather than oppose Government, they 
would give up thetwo brethren, Captain W. was on this furnished with 
his passports. As Government however appeared to be dissatisfied with 
the continuance of the two missiogaries, to remove every sudject of 
complaint as far ag they could, a new mission tg Kangoea, in the 
kindgdom of Burmah, was contemplated; and Mr, Chater, with another 
brotiier, agreed to go to that country, to make observations on its practica- 
bility. / 

Here matters rested, and the missionaries went en pretty much as 
wsual only that they had no preaching at the Loll Bazar; 2ad hopin 
vhat things in a little time might take a favourable turn, devoted og 
ef their attention for the present te the instruction of the younwe" 

missionari¢s, and less of it to itinerating. > 
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The adversaries of Christianity (ef whom there are many in Indix) net - 
having fully accomplished their end with the Government abroad, direct- 
ed their attention tothat at home. A tract was translated and sent to 
England, in which the missionaries are represented as calling the 
na‘ives** barbarians,” and their shasters “ barbarian shasters,” when 
in the original they had only intreated them net to reject the Bible as 
being the shaster of the barbarians or “ M’leeches,” a name by which 
they designate all who are not of the cast. After this a pamphlet ap- 
peared by a Mr. Twining, and was followed by several more, written by 
Major Scott Waring, and others : some abounding in low abuse, others 
openly espousing the cause of idolatry, and all filled with unfounded 
statements, and ineffectual endeavours to trace the Vellore mutiny to the 
attempts at Christianixing the natives. The charges produced in these 
pamphlets were answered by the friends of the gospel. 

While the missionaries were afflicted from one quarter, they were 
encouraged from another. When the Armenians and Portuguese in 
Calcutta perceived their difficulties, they came forward, and fitted up 
places fer them on their own premises. From September to the end of 
the year, seven mere natives were baptized, and a new mission to Ran- 
goon undertaken. Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Mardon were diligently 
engaged up the country ; but in September the former sustained a 
second bereavement in the death of his wife. On Dec. 25th the 
missionaries say, “ During the past year we have baptized twenty-two 
persons. These, withone at Cutwa, and another at Dinagepore, make 
the whole number baptized a hundred and four, ten of whome are Euro- 
peans. In the course of the last six years we have been under the 
necessity of excluding thirteen, and six have beep removed by death.” 

Towards the close of the year an event occurred more than ordinarily 
impressive. ‘Three persons from Luckphool, Neeloo, Torribut and Soofur 
Bishess, who had long professed to believe the gospel, but declined an 
open profession of it, came on a visit to Serampore. In conversing with 
Sookur Bishess, the missionaries warned him of the danger of temporiz- 
ing in the manner he had hitherto done, assuring him that if he was 
ashamed of Christ before men, @hrist would be ashamed of him before 
his Father and before his angels. He declared, that “* He thought 
there was no way te heayen besides the Saviour, and that ifhe thought 
himself near death, he would make an open profession of his name.” 
He was then reminded of tlhe uncertainty of life, and intreated to 
consider whether his refusal to appear publicly en the Lord’s side did 
not proceed from his secretly regarding sin, and fearimg men more than 
God. The example of others of his countrymen were mentioned, to shew 
fat where the heart was really given to God every thing else vanished. 
He seemed impressed, but not determined. On the sixth day after his 
yeturn he was murdered in his own village, with circumstances peculiarly 
awful It secmshe had, though unknown to the missionaries, carried on 
a cirminal intercourse with a woman, seme ef whose relations belonged 
to a gang ofrobbers. These men had long resolved to be revenged on 
him ; andhaying heard that he had been at{Serampore, they imagined he 
must have obtained asum of money there; anidea which has been 
circulated from the beginning to scandalize the gospel, though nothing 
can be more void of truth. Thinking this a favourable opportunity, 
they one night beset the house, where he and tbis woman were ; and 
afier bringing them out bound, set fire to it. Naving loosed the woman 
they threatened to throw him into the fire, unless he would discover 
where he had hidden the supposed sumof money. He probably hoping 
to escape, led them te a tree at some distance, and teld them to dig un- 
derneath it. After digging some time in vain, 6ne of them enraged, 
pierced him through with a spear, and shed out his bowels; another cut 
him acoss the breast ; and athird cut offhis head! 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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A narrative of the state of religion within the bounds of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, and of their 
sister churches in Connecticut, Vermont, New- Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts, during the time intervening between 
May 1810, and May 1811. 


The providences of Jehovah towards the Church, demand both atten. 
tion and improvement from his people. Who is wise, and he shall un- 
derstand these things? prudent, and he shall know them ? for the ways 
of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk inthem. To furnish their 
brethren with suitable information on this subject, the General As- 
sembly present this narrative on the state of religion within their 
bounds, and those of sister churches, to their notice and regard. 

The scene which a review of the past year exhibits to us, is not marked 
with such signal blessings as that of some preceding years. But still 
it is interesting ; for we have sweet and consolatory evidences that God 
is in the midst of us. 

The attendance upon the regular worship of God, has been de- 
cent generally ; in some instances, not a few, solemn and aifect- 
ing. 
erhough there have been no general revivals in any part of our borders 
afew places have been specially visited. This is the case with Cape- 
May and Fairfield, in the Presbytery of Philadelphia; and-we add with 
pleasure, the capital of the United States, and one or two villages 
adjacent. We hail the day of small things in the latter district of coun- 
try and pray that the first fruits may be tollowed with an abundant har- 
vest. 

In the city of New York, within the bounds of the Presbytery of New 
York, the cause of Christ has been gradually and steadily advancing. 
Constant accessions are made to the communion of the church 
as well from the higher, asthe middling and lower classes of socic- 
ty. 

Those parts of our church where the Spirit has been remarkably 
poured out in past years, still display the fruits of such gracious visita- 
tions. There are few apestacies: none of great moment. Believers 
are walking in the comforts of the Holy Ghost; and manifesting the 
works of righteousness and peace in their daily deportment. In many 
congregations they discover great solicitude for the conversion of sin- 
ners. ‘They are troubled in mind, and urged to fervent prayer, for the 
welfare of souls and the glory of Chirst. The noble spirit which 
the gespel produces, thus discovers itself in them; and we cannot 
but hope that HE whe hath given them this spirit, will gratify their 
desires, ° 

Many new congregatiofs have been formed which promise fair to be 
nurseries of children for our God and his Christ. We notice with sa- 
tisfaction, oné establishment in Philadelphia, composed of people ot 
colour. May the example be followed in otber places, that thus this ne- 
glected part of the human family may have the means of grace adminis- 
tered to them every where, in a manner both suitable to their situation 
and their intellectual improvement. Ey 

The vacancies in our churcheshave been more generally supplied, than 
we had reasonable ground ot expectation. The ministry are faithful 
in explaining and devending the truth ae it is in Jesus, and in restorin 
decayed discipline. We have cause of thankfulness that in a dav of = 


buke lke this, there is so much unanimity of sentiment and of contict 
that are fundamental, among those who labour in “holy 


on points 


things. 
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The missionary exertions ef this Assembly, have been owned and 
blessed, both on our frontiers, and among the Indians. 

From this general view, we descend te some more minute details, of 
circumstances which we censider favourable. 

There appears an increasing attention in most plages to the doctrines 
of the gospel. People begin to be generally convinced that it is impor- 
tant for them to have correct principles, in order that they may lead cor. 
rect lives. Especially do tuey who profess the hope of the gospel, pay 
more of that attention to doctrines, which sound philosophy and the 
scriptures demand, And the doctrines which they esteem and cierish, 
are those which our fathers in the old world embraced; in the faith of 
which they died, and which are contained in our standards. They are 
denominated appropriately, the Doctrines of Grace, and constitute both 
our glory and defence. By them God is honoured, and sinners are sav- 
ed. They have ever been opposed, and they ever will be opposed, by 
those who know net the truth, or who hold it in unrighteousness. But: 
God has ever put the seal of his approbation on them, making them 
effectual to the conversion of sinners. 

In close connexion with this increased regard thus paid to doctrines, 
we find there is an increased exertion for the promotion of pure and un- 
defiled religion. ‘This will ever be the case. Among those who consi- 
der doctrines of little avail, the efforts used for advancing the interests 
of Christ’s kingdem are few and feeble. They may threugh the ex- 
citement of interest and passion, make a violent attempt ; but their 
force is soon spent. Qn the contrary, they who judge doctrines to be. 
essentially neccessary, as a foundation for correct conduct, are constrain. 
ed to exert themselves for the spread of those dectrines. The under- 
standing being convinced of their importance, enlists the conscience and 
afiections in their favour. This is particulaily and emphatically the case 
with those, who have embraced evangelical principies. Among them 
we chiefly find, important and permanent plans for the diffusion of truth 
end the glory of God. 

We rejoice in the increase of Missionary, Traet, and Bible Societies, 
within our bounds: and the more so, because there is so much need 
of missionary exertions in different parts, and also of Bibles. From va- 
rious quarters the request has been uttered, “* Give us Bibles.” The 
Bible Societies, will, we have no doubt, promptly as they receive 
information, grant the request. It has pleased God to excite pious wo- 
men also to combing in associations for the purpose of aiding, by their 
voluntary contributions, One or other of the above institutions. Benes 
volence is always attractive; but when dressed in a female ferm posses¢ 
ses peculiar charms. Hard indeed must that heart be, which can resist 
the example, or the solicitation of a mother—a wife—a sister, or a friend, 
when that example and solicitation are for the promotion of the pub- 
lic good. We hope the spirit which bas animated the worthy 
women of whom we speak, will spread and animate other bo- 
soms. 

Besides these societies, we find that the friends of evangelical truth 
support by subscription in the city of New York, a stated preacher 
in the Hospital and Alms House. The issue of such an attempt, we 
trust, will gladden the hearts of those who have made it, and 
bring glory to God in the conversion and comfort of the poor and the 
Sick. 

In the city of Philadelphia, the evangelical Society which has existed 
for some time, are vigorously prosecuting their laudable plan, in 
disseminating the truth. Besides the regular societies waich they have 
established, tey have directed their attention te the catechising of peo? 
children, 
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In the citv ef New-Brunswick, in New Jersey, a2 Sabbath Prool has 
been established, in which a large number ef poor children are gratuir 
tously and carefully instructed in moral and religious truth. 

These institutions sre pre-eminently characteristic of the religion of 
Jesus. He presched the gospel to the poor, and charged his followers 
rot to forgetthem. We fail in our duty, as well as abridge our personal 
happiness, by neglectinz to visit the fatherless—to assist the indigent—te 
alleviate human sufferings. Property is given to us, for oth rs, as well ag 
ourselves. Believers are stewards of the bounties of Providence, as well 
as of the grace of God. 

The Praying Societies which have here ofore been establishe’, still 
gontinue, and new ones have begp formed. We cengratulate the bre- 
thren on the prospect which this affords. Such institutions are nurse- 
ries of piety, directly calculated to keep alive inthe hearts of believers, 
the flame of divine love, andto awzken the attention of such as are afar 
off. We are not ashamed to acknowledge that they cons‘itute one of 
the great blessings of our Church. So far are we from apprehending 
danger from them, that we do know and we declare without fer of cons 
tradietion, that they are good in themselves, and that they promote the 
best interests of those who attend them. 

Attention to the young and rising generation, has evidently increased 
during the past year. Baptized chidren are more generally, ebje ts of 
special care. Catechetical instruction is administered to them in mest 
of our congregations, and in some, measures are taking to introduce a sys- 
tem of discipline in regard te them, suitable to the relation they sustain 
te the church, and to the duty which the church owes to them. We 
trust our brethren will go on in this good work Much remains to be 
done. The children which the Lord has committed to our care, ought, 
not to be thurst into the world without defence. The mere elements 
of religion, are not sufficient for their use. They ought to be instructed 
in the higher doctrines of the gospel, to be acquuinted with the contents 
of seripiure, and furnishe:! with the evidences which demonstrate the 
divinity of the scriptures. Churches, as weil as parents, have a solemn 
account to render to God, for the manner in which the c. ildren sealed 
with the seal of the covenant, have becn treated. They aye reapin 
the fruits of their negligence, in the carelessness and lb, Fauve. or 
multitudes of their youth. These, though dedicated to Gac in baptism, 
have been suffered to wander at large with no suitable restraint exercis. 
edover them. Onwhom then must the blame chiefly descend? We 
shudder the at truth, We hope, however, that the future will ex- 
hibit a different picture. Present exertions promise such an is- 
sue. We leave the subject with God, commending it to his bles- 
sing. 

in addition to these favourable circumstances, we are happy to state 
that infidelity appears to be declining; and thut there are few errors pre- 
valent. Ina few sections, Socinianism and Universalism do exist, but 
gain little ground. 

We have thus far given you in detail the circumstances we deem 
favourable. We must now unfold to you some of an opposite charac- 
ter. 

With pain we hear that in some parts of our church the” disposition 
to stpport the gospel miristry is beceming celd. We lament 
this appearance the more, because ‘we learn that there is no baek. 
wardness to advance money fer objects, which though laudable in them. 
selves, are subordinate in importance to the preaching of the word. 
We trust that our people possess tov much good sense, and too muck 
respect for the God who made and redeemed them, te listen to the 
dreaws of men who neither know what they say nor whereot they af- 
firm. These do not hesitate to libel an ordinance of the living Ged, te 
promote their selfish views, their degrading prejudices. God has said, 
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whosoever serveth at the altar, shall live of the altar. But these say no 
—the ministry must be kept in want, that they may be humble. We 
fervently wish that the men whe thus act towards the ministry would, 
to be consistent, apply their reasonings to themselves. We do not he- 
sitate to say, that the profession of religion whichis connected with a 
disposition to abridge the means of supporting the gespel, is at best, 
suspicious. Men who do so, practically say, we love our. bodies more 
than our souls ; our temporal substance, more than an eternal inheritance. 
It is among the foulest blots on the christian name, that in so many in- 
stances, the confession is made, of the heart being opened to receive the 
truth in the love of it, whilst at the same time great reluctance is dis- 
played in giving worldly substance, for the service of Him who alone 
changes the heart. One of the best evidences of the pewer of religion, 
is an increase of liberality in relation to all these objects which regard the 
salvation of souls and the prosperity of Zion. We hope that they who 
have in this respect gone back, will without delay retrace their steps, and 
redeem their name from repreach or suspicion. 

We are ashamed, but constrained to say that we have heard of the sin 
of drunkenness prevailing—prevailing to a great degree—prevailing even 
amongst some of the visible members of the househoid of faith. Whata 
reflection on the christian character is this, that they who profess to be 
bought with a price, and thus redeemed from iniquity should debase 


jpemselyes by the gratification of appetite to a level with the beasts 


which perish '! 

Another unfavourable circumstance of which we have heard, is the 
prevalence of Sabbath breaking. For this indeed our whole land doth 
mourn; for this we desire to be humbled befere God. The profanation 
of the Sabbath is as incempatible with morality as with religion. It leads 
directly to consequences of the most fatal and ruinous kind. We rejoice 
that itis a crime with which but few professing believers are directly 
chargeable ; but they are indirectly, by quietly suffering others to com- 
mit it, without endeavouring to prevent it, er to bring the offenders to 
punishment. We hope that asseciations fer the suppression of vice 
and the promotion of merals will be generally cstablished, so as 
to atrest the wicked, and support taithful magistrates in enforcing the 
laws. 

From our sister churches, the accounts we have received are similar 
in their genéral tenor, to those we have given in detail of our own 
church. 


In Connecticut nothing of singular importance has occurred during the 


past year. But few ef the churches have been favoured with times of 


special refreshing from the presence of the Lord. They, who have in 
former years, been made to bow to the sceptre of merey, seem still to 
walk worthy of their vecation. The ministry display the pleasing spectacle 
ef a band ot brethren with one heart and one mind engaged in their ar- 
duous werk. 

Vermont has been favoured with revivals in m ny of her towns. Se- 
veral hundreds have been added to the church, and stil] the rain ef righ- 
teousness is descending. May it continue to descend, till the vallies 
and mountains shall respond to each other, the high praises of our God. 
Infidelity is net so audacious, nor immorality se prevalent as formerly.— 
Ministers are continually settling in places where, the messages ef mercy 
have never before been delivered. 

In the upper part of New Hampshire, there have been morefrevivals 
than usual. In Newport not less than two hundred have been hopefully 
converted. Romaey, Croydon, Hebron, and Grotton have also been 
visited. In the lower part there has been no general revival. Faithful 
ministers are however increasing ; efforts are making to introduce pray- 
ing societies in many congregations. A concert of prayer between mi- 
nisters, held once in twe or three weeks, has been established. Ap- 
pearences thus are fayourable. We noted one e¢ircumstance in the ac- 
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counts from this state, with great interest. A  sehool of small chil- 
dren awakened to a sense of their situation, and eignt or ten of 
them made hopeful converts through the means of religious instruc- 
tion. 

Massachusetts at present, exhibits a scene werthy of the sons of those 
a who left their country for the sake of religion, and settled in a 
10wling waste. The line of distinction between the sound and the un- 
sound, those who adhere to the doctrines ef the reformation, and those 
who do not, are more clearly marked than heretofore. Ministers and 
churches are more than usually awake to the interests of Zion; the 
friends of evangelical doctrines are uniting their influence; and the 
cause of truth and of sound religion is advancing. Very recently, plea. 
sing revivals have been witnessed in the counties of Worcester, Essex 
and 4Middlesex, issuing in large additions jto the churches; and in other 
parts of the state the fruits of less recent revivals are still extremely vi- 
sible. Many societies have been instituted for promoting the diffusion of 
evangelical knowledge : and to give them extensive and lasting effects, 
uncommon liherality and activity are dispiayed. 

On the whole, in New-England at large, encreased exertions appear 
to be making for the advancement of the Redecmer’s cause, and many 
indications are presented which should fill the hearts of all the friends of 
Zion with joy. 

We onda with exhorting ali our people to be watchfu!'—guarding 
their hearts—resisting temyptations—living by faith and trusting with 
unshaken confidence in God. Thus far through the geod hand of our 
God upon us we are sustained; and we cheerfully commit ourselves and 
all eur church to Him who is abie to keep us from falling—to whem be 
glory for ever. AMEN. 


—S @ --— 


London Society for promoting Christianity among the Fews. 


A Report of the Committee of this society appeared some months ago, 
the substance of which we shail lay before our readers. ‘The lease of the 
late French Protestant church in Spitalfields, with a commodious house 
and premises adjoining, has been purchased, an:1 converted into a chapel 
for the Jews. Atthis chapel Mr. Frey preaches a lecture to the Jews 
on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. An exhortation is also delivered 
en Friday evening. At first, from 200 to 500 Jews attended; and 
though this number has decreased, yet a spirit of inquiry has been ex- 
cited among them, and their attention is drawn to the subject of Chris- 
tianity. This effect is increased by occasional lectures from eminent 
ministers both from among the clergy of the church and the dissen- 
ters. 

At the Free-school opened by the society, from 300-to 400 children are 
regularly educated. This school was only intended as a means of induc- 
ing the Jews to send their own children in common with those of Chiris- 
tians, and this opject has been gained. The Committee is now engayed 
in forming a plan for giving employment to such Jews as unite them- 
selves with Christians, 

The week before the chapel was opened, a Jewish rabbi, a native of Jeru- 
salem of respectable connexions, and acknowledged proficiency in Jewish 
literature, placed himself under the Socicty, declaring himself to have 
been'long persuaced of the truth of Christiamty. Convinced of the sinceri- 
ty of his professions, the Committee have placed him under the care of 
a clergyman, with whom he has made considerable progress in the 
English, Latin, and Greek languages. He is already master of Talmu- 
ical and Cabalistical learning, Should this man continue to act con 
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sistently with his profession, he may prove of infinite use jn promo ting 
the designs of the society. eee 

Under the care of the institution were placed no less than 36 Jewish 
éhildren—24 boys and 12 girls, The case of two of the boys, who were 
orphans, and in'a miserably destitute condition, when relieved by the 
society, is highly interesting. 

The progress of the Society appears to have excited some un. “siness 
among the Jews ; and several p»mphlets have appeared, writte m by 


members of that body, the object of which is to counteract the efforts of 
the Society. These have beén severally answered. 


The Keport concludes with caling on the public for support ; and 


this call, we trust, will be listened to. We understand that in the few 
months which have pass¢d since its publication, the progress of the in- 


stitution has been more rapid than could have been anticipated ; and 
that on the 13th instant, ne fewer than th’rty-one Jews, both children 
and adults, were publicly baptized, according to the rites of the Church 
of England We cordially unite with the Committee in praying that 
the huppy time may speedily arrive when Jew and Gentile, becoming one 
fold under one Shepherd, . shall unite in one triumphant song of praise ; 
Blessed be the Lord God, the light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of his people, Israel ! Amen. * : | 


* We are happy to perceive that a subsidiary society for promoting the 
donversion of the Jews has been instituted at Edinburgh. : 


=——— 


Rebecca Cohen’s Letter to her Mother. 
My very dear Mother, 

Jhave long wished to write to you: with pleagure, therefore, 
embrace the pres-nt opportunity ; and, first, let me thank you for your 
kind and pretty present. I hope my beloved parent will not be displeased 
with me, if l recommend to her the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. I hope I 
can say I love the werd of God, the house of God, and the ways of God; 
and cannot rest until I hear that you love them.too. Faith comes by 
hearing ; and (od says in the Scripture, Seek and ye shall find. ‘ They 
that wait on the Lord shall renew their strength ; and several other 
passages encourage us to draw nigh unto God, Ah! then let us lear 
and heed God’s sacred word, and pra’ over it, that we may be made 
wise unte salvation. How great was the love of God, to send his only 
Son to die for our sins, the just for the unjust! And shall not we accept 
his gracious offers of mercy ? Shall we not receive him as our Saviour ? 
Mow often do} think of what Jesus said to Nicodemus, Ye must be born 
again. Yes, my dear mother, i feel thenecessity of this both for you and 
myself, before we can enter the kingdom ef heaven; and my daily prayer 
is, that we, and all we love, may know ,what it is experimentally 
to feel this happy change, that eld things with us may pass away, and all 
things become new. 1 am with much affection, your dutiful child. 

' REBECGA COHEN. 


Rebecca Cohen’s Letter to her Sister. 


My dear Siaeter, 


Idoubt you ‘will not be a little surprised at receiving a letter from 
me. The reason of my writing to you is, to tell you what a sinner 
youare, which I fear you are ignorant of, i hope you will not think it ap 
effence, for 1 mean very differently, 1 shall first recommend prayer to 
yeu; call upon Ged in all your distreeses, and he will hear you. 


; 
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Remember, that unless you havea new heart, you cannot enter th= 
kingdom of heaven ; seek Jesus, and he will be fonnd of you. “Think 
what will be your feelings at the last day, if God should say, Mh 
from me, ye workers of iniquity, I know you not. But now, my dear 


sister, farewell, may the God of all mereies protect you, and b less, and 
am your affectionate sister. 


REBECCA COHEN. 
Gravesend, Oct. 4th, 1809. 


ORIGINAL POETRY. 
CHRISTIAN CONVERSE—sr 4 tay. 


[CoNCLUDED. | 


Forever blessed be that sacred day 

Thy heavenly wisdom sanctified and made ; 

A day of audience at the court of heaven. 
Let nothing common steal those precious hours, 
Save when necessity’s imperious voice, 

Or melting mercy claims th’ attention due ; 
Which the Great Lawgiv er, whose laws are fram’@ 
To suit his su jecis’ character and state, 

| Was given a di-pensation to fulfil ; 

And more than dispensation; He whose life 
H as a bright copy of his father’s law, 

By miracles of healing, on that day, 

Drew tears of grateiul pleasure from those eyes 
Whith streamed before with agonizing pain. 
Still, sti'l he works on this auspicious day ; 
Still, by his powerful influence on the miad, 

He makes the crooked straight, awakes the dead, 
Unseals the visual organs of the bliud, 

Gives to the deaf the pleasing sense of sou: ud, 
And gratifies the tasie his grace bestows, 
With prelibations of celestial joy. 

God’s ear is ever open, he restrains 

Our aspirations to no time or place. 

But they who can deliberately profane 

His time or place, fly in the face oi heaven, 
And by their conduct tell the omatscient King, 
He wants or right, or wisdom to prescribe. 
‘Lhose sclemn institutions and that time 
Which God himself saw meet to set apart 

For sacred purposes, must ever stund 
Pre-eminent as wisdom’s highest school. 

Bicre the commissiou’d messenger of God, 

















; 
} 
{ 
/ 
' 


406 


The minister by Christ himself ordain’d 
‘lo promulgate his gospel, to explain, 
Illustrate, and enforce bis holy word,— 
Fills the most awful place, that man can fill, 
On this side heaven. An angel, tho’ in flesh 
He opes the sacred volume ; all is still, 

A fix’d attention sits on every brow ; 

His lips are open’d, heavenly truth’s distill’d 
Like fructifying showers on thirsty ground, 
Or like manna onthe Hebrew camp 
But Providence observes a difference here ; 

Our manna is most plenteously dispens’d 

Upon that day, when Israel’s was withheld, 

To all, according to their several need, 

‘The genuine bread of life; and blessed they, 

‘Tho’ poor in all that wordlings covet most,— 

Happy above the king upon his throne, 

Who wants a taste for this celestial food, 

Are they, who inan honest heart receive 

By faith, with true humility and love, 

Life and sustenance frem that bread divine. 

But can we taste the sweetnes of his word, 

Sit m his courts and hear his sacred name 

Extoll’d, in grateful hymns of rapt’rous praise, 

Nor feel the bowels ef compassion mov’d, 

For those who share our nature, share its deep 
Ingrain’d contagion; but, alas! involved 

In heathen darkness, or, more dreadful still, 

Turn’d from the light, because their deeds are naught. 
Or can we pity, yet supinely sit? 

A barren pity this, which melts away 

In empty wishes, fluttering round the heart, 

Nor prompts a generous effort to relieve. 

(senuine compassion finds an ampler scope, 

Tho’ by a false politeness fettered long, 

Which damps the good man’s zeal, and makes his love 
Like smother’d embers, which no heat emit, 

To soften frozen hearts by sin congeal’d, 

But deep impressions of that heavy curse 

Which hangs suspended o’er the sinners head, 

And apprehensions -of that sovereign grace 

Which only can prevent its dreadful fall, 

Kindle the slumbering embers to a flame. 

‘The christian rousing breaks thro’ stupid forms. 
Who deems it want of courtesy to break, 

A brother’s slumber, when his bed’s on fire? 

‘Lhrice happy they, who, like the golden orb, 
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That drinks the moisture of the crystal wave, 
To gladden nature with refreshing showers,— 
Inhale the fragrance from celestial flowers, 
To sweeten converse with ambrosial gales, 
Wafted from Paradise ; and haply fraught 

With seed, which once implanted inthe heart, 
Produce the fruits of Paradise, and fit 

Their bless’d recipients for that glorious clime. 
Such was thy heavenly conversation, such 

The stream that issu’d from thy glowing heart, 
Junius, companion of my vernal hours. 

Thou, in affliction’s furnace sorely try’d, 

And still refining into purer gold, 

From youths’ fair morn, thy ardent spirit turn’d 
To the Redeemer, asa polar star, 

Tho’ then but dimly seen, but since reveal’d 
More fully to the enquiring mind ; 

And will, I trust, with more effulgence still ; 
Yet even the dawning of thy christian day 

Was generously diffusive of its light; 

The truths thy heart receiv’d, thy lips declar’d ; 
Vice in thy presence wore a ‘darker hue, 

And virtue flourished, foster’d by thy smile. 

O Junius! one short hour’s converse with thee 
Was worth a common week; tho’ long o’er pass’d, 
The dear remembrance is refreshing still ; 
While friendship, form’d on a mere earthly base,s 
Evaporate with the toys that give them birth, 
‘Lhe sacred bond that binds my soul to thine 
Remains, and will, I trust, when time’s no more. 
O for a muse like Proteus, but pure,— 

As various as the different tastes of men 

In what is innocent, but never warp’d 

To varnish folly or extenuate guilt ; 

Clear and diffusive, as the genial sun 

Which vivifies creation, and unfolds 

’Its various beauties to the ravish’d sight! 

Is this too much?! do I aspire too high? 

Higher and higher still my muse aspires ; 

Above the circle of created suns, 

‘To him who plac’d the monarch of the day 
Upon his throne, and taught him when to rise ; 
Who rose himself with heaiing in his wings, 

To dissipate the more than midnight gloom, 
Deep chades of moral death, condensing clouds 
Which turn the heart to marble, brows to brass; 
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Sad transformation ! and uncheck’d would turn 
Men into demons, lost to all that’s good. 
He rises, and with life-restoring beams 
Chases the dismal shades, where phantoms glare; 

Pale ghosts of murder’d innocence and peace, 

With all the dreadful progney o¢ sin,— 

Pride, malice, lewdness, envy and revenge. 6 
He plants the living green of mercy there 

Where rigid justi ce, frowns severely bright, 

And bravdished ne’er his sword of flame, 

Unsheach’d, aud whet for execution dire ! 

An execution dire, it does perform 

And will while Gid sits absolute upon 

His throne of righteous judgment, and maintains 

His infinite perfections free frum stain: (' 
Justice and mercy cannot interfere, 

Where both are perfect, Can a storm rise 

In the calm bosom of eternal peace? 

The iufinite in excellence must be 

In justice merciful, in mercy just. 

Witness the story of our blessed Lord :— 

His wecping life unbrighten’d by a smile: 

hs The erath his justice doomed his mercy bare. 
Witness the trem)ling earth and darken’d sky! 
The rending rocks! O that our hearts might rend, 
And streams of penitential scrrow flow! 

O miracle of justice and of grace! 

} O miracle of mercy! O the heights, 

H The lengths, the depths, the breadths, of love divine! 
| High as the heavens, and deeper than the grave, 
Broad as infinitude, and in me length 
Commensurate with eternity ! 


eT Mec 


OF SIN. 

He that pleads for sin, is an advocate for his accu- 
ger. . 

God allows us any thing but sin. “ 
‘ If sin be the in the fashion, we must be out of it. 

Then a man shews himsetf to bea christian, when he 
chooses rather to suffer than sin. 

Sin digs graves for bodies, and kindles hell for 
souls. 

A man can never leave sin thoroughly till “he loathes it 
heartily. (Mason’s Remains. 
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Sad transformation ! and uncheck’d would turn 
Men into demons, lost to all that’s good. 
He rises, ard with life-restoring beams 
Chases the dismal shades, where phantoms glare; 

Pale ghosts of murder’d ionocence and peace, 

With all the dreadful progney o¢ sin,— 

Pride, malice, lewdness, envy and revenge. 

He plants the living green of mercy there 

Where rigid justic ey frowns severely bright, 

And bra: dis var ne’er his sword of flime, 

Rasheach’ a, aud whet for execution dire ! 

An execution ‘ire it does perform 

And will while G..d sts absolute upon 

iit His throne of righteous judgment, and maintains 

His infinite perfections free fr m stain: 

Justice and mercy cannot interfere, 

Where both are perfect, Can a storm rise 

In the calin }0som of eternal peace? 

The iufinite in excellence must be 

In justice merciful, in mercy just. 

fy Witness the story of our blessed Lord :— 

ii His «ecping life unbrighten’d by asmile: 

i. The wilh his justice doomed his mercy bare. 

ih V, .tness the trem! ling earth and darken’d sky! 

ti The rending rocks! O that our hearts might rend, 

q And streams of penitential scrrow flow! \ 
; O miracie of justice and of grace! 

: O miracle of mercy! O the heights, 

The lengths, the depths, the breadths, of love divine! 
High as the heavens, ard deeper than the grave, 
Broad as infinitude, and in ite length 
Commensurate with eternity ! 
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He that pleads for sin, is an advocate for his accu- 
geTe 

God allows us any thing but sin. 

If sin be the in the tashion, we must be out of it. 

Then a man shews himseif to be a christian, when he 
chooses rather to suffer than sin. 

Sin digs graves for bodies, and kindles hell for 
souls. 

A man can never leave sin thoroughly till he loathes it 
heartily. (Mason’s Remains. 
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